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LARGE GROUP TIME 

 
WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

MUSIC | "Worship" 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Worship together using a live band or Youtube videos by reviewing 

this weeks worship playlist: 
o “All of Me” – Gateway Kids Worship 
o “Won’t Let Go” – Gateway Kids Worship 
o “It’s Your Love” – Gateway Kids Worship 

 
ACTIVITY | House of Cards 

• What is we all wandered around like the Israelites did in the desert. Just imagine: for 
forty years, they walked around with all of their things, without a house to go home to, 
looking for the land God had promised them. Let’s use these cards to try to build a 
house. 

• INSTRUCTIONS: If your group is large, ask the kids to work in smaller groups. 
Provide a deck of playing cards (try using something with a comic book theme, 
like these) and challenge the group to build a house together. If needed, demonstrate 
strategies for building. Provide tape or paper clips only if necessary. 

o SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: If you have kids with fine motor challenges in your 
group, be intentional about giving them a role to play in this activity (i.e. holding 
the playing cards for the team). Ask the group(s) to take time to develop a 
building strategy in advance and encourage those who may not have the skills 
to carefully position cards to contribute to the planning process. 

BIG IDEA 
I can spend time with God 

anywhere. 
 

THE BIBLE 
Nicodemus: John 3:1-17 

 

THE BIBLE 
The Israelites Build the Tabernacle: Exodus 35:4-35;  

(James 4:8a) 
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o PRETEEN HACK: Ask some discussion questions and encourage older kids to 
share their stories: Have you ever had to make something complicated? A 
project at school? Have you ever helped build something? Encourage older kids 
to share stories. 

 
QUESTION | Road Trip List 

• If you knew you had to wander for a very long time, let's say 40 years! What would 
you bring with you? 

• The people of God missed a lot of things while they were wandering in the desert. One 
of the things they missed the most was the feeling that God was with them. 

 
THE BIG IDEA | I can spend time with God anywhere. 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Write the Big Idea on a poster board. Set the poster on an easel 
and cover it with a brightly colored cloth or scarf, preferably in purple, blue, or deep 
red. Tell the kids to do a drumroll by patting their legs with their hands, then remove 
the cloth with a flourish. 

• Today's Big Idea is: I can spend time with God anywhere! 
 

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

VIDEO | Epic, Episode 1 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's teaching video. 

 
SCRIPTURE | Exodus 35:4-35 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Give kids access to the assorted materials (see the included 
shopping list) around the room. Allow kids to pick one item to use as they interact with 
the story. Tell them to bring their item to the front when their item is mentioned. At the 
underlined words, pause for the kids to bring up their items, reminding them if 
necessary. (You can read Exodus 26-27 for a more detailed background for today's 
story.) 

o SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: If you have students with limited mobility due to 
physical disabilities, consider having the kids work together in pairs to select 
their items from around the room and bring them forward as appropriate. 

• When the Israelites were wandering in the desert, they sometimes forgot God was 
there with them, so God gave a man named Moses instructions. 

• God told Moses to have the Israelites gather fine materials to make a home for God so 
that God could travel with them. Of course God was with them wherever they were 
anyway! But this home for God would help the Israelites remember this. 

• This home was called a Tent of Meeting or Tabernacle. This is how God told them to 
build it: 

o Make curtains of fine, twisted linen or yarns of blue, purple, and deep red. 
o Use gold clasps to hold the curtains together. Weave pictures of winged 

angels in the curtains. Join them together to make walls. 
o Then, make a tent around the curtains with goat hair. 
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o Make frames from acacia wood and silver bases. Assemble the tabernacle 
exactly as I have told you at every place you stop to rest. 

• God’s people built the tabernacle exactly as they were told and put it up each time 
they stopped during their journey in the wilderness, to remind them God was with 
them while they traveled. 

 
VIDEO | The Tabernacle 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Show this video of a 3D model of the tabernacle. 
• Here is how the tabernacle might have looked! 

 
ACTIVITY | Where Do We Worship God? 

• The Israelites built the tabernacle as a home for God while they were traveling. It was 
a place for them to worship God. 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the following questions: 
• Where are some places where we worship God? 
• Do we need a specific place to worship? 
• Why do we come to church to worship? 

 
SCRIPTURE | James 4:8a 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the verse and read it! 
• The Israelites believed they needed to carry a home for God with them to spend time 

with God. 
• What does this verse tell us about where we worship God? 
• Do you need to always be in a special place to spend time with God? 

o PRETEEN HACK: Ask a follow-up question: How can it help to set aside a 
special place to spend time with God? 

 
NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

REFLECTION | Wherever I Am 
• We know we can spend time with God wherever we are. We can carry something 

around with us like the Israelites did or we can use whatever we have with us to help 
us remember God. 

• Hmm...what do we have here that we can use to spend time with God? Ah! Here are 
the cards we used to build the "house" earlier. We can use these as a reminder that 
God is always with us and we can talk to God anytime we want. 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Help each child choose four cards (one of each suit) from the deck 
of cards used earlier. 

o PRETEEN HACK: Have an older kid share a story about how they spend time 
with God. Maybe they pray and talk to God, or they like to listen to music that 
celebrates God. 

 
PRAYER | Prayer Cards 
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• INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids to draw each card from their stack and pray according 
to the instructions below. Encourage them to use the cards to guide them in prayer 
whenever they want to spend time with God. 

o Hearts: Pray for someone you love. 
o Diamonds: Tell God how thankful you are for something special in your life. 
o Spades: Ask God for strength to do something you need to do. 
o Clubs: Tell God how sorry you are for something you've done that you 

shouldn't have. 
 

SMALL GROUP TIME 

DISCUSSION 
• Where were the Israelites when they built the tabernacle? 
• What were some of the materials they used to build the tabernacle? 
• Why did they build the tabernacle? 
• Re-read James 4:8a. What can you do to come near to God? 
• Where do you go to spend time with God? 
• What are some things you can do to help you spend time with God? 
• What do you do when you are spending time with God? 

 
 
MEMORY VERSE | 1 Samuel 12:24 (NIV) 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce kids to this month’s memory verse, teaching them the 
signs (a combination of SEE and ASL) we’ve provided. 


